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Artist Statement

Cama-I  (Hello!). My name is Phillip J. Charette. My Yup'ik Name is Aarnaquq, which means "the one who is 

dangerous"... tuunriuq?  My Yup'ik teasing name is Qucillgaq. I am of Yup'ik and Canadian descent. My father 

is from Valleyfield, Canada and my mother Tasianna "Nurauq" is Yup'ik from Kwigillingok, Alaska. I am the 

grandson of John "Cunar" and Jane "Nausgauq" Hinz of the Kipnuk Area. (Grandma was born in Umguumiut 

and apa was born in a village no longer in existence near Kipnuk) My maternal great grandmother is 

"Panigacungaq" and my maternal great grandfather is "Assgulria". My paternal great grandmother is 

"Aarnaquq" and my paternal great grandfather is "Naulalria". My great, great grandfather is "Aarnaquq"

I hold degrees from the University of Alaska Fairbanks and Harvard University in Education, Native Studies, 

and Administration (A.P.S.P.). In spite of my academic training, I have always been involved in the arts and 

have had a continuous life long desire to express myself through art. Yet, it was not until recently that I 

began to consider art as part of my lifelong career. In 2001, I took a deep breath and began work as a

full-time artist specializing in Yup'ik Masks, Yup'ik drums, Yup'ik art, and large Native American flutes. 

Currently, my work on masks reflects old traditional Yup'ik dance masks with my own contemporary 

interpretations an added twist. Traditional Yup'ik dance masks were made with wood and stained with clay. 

My first series of masks are mixed media, primarily made out of clay, and have a wood and organic look.  

Designs are based on older traditional masks and have many of the same elements as older traditional pieces. 

As traditional themes are re-introduced, personal mask designs will be introduced based on contemporary 

stories & issues. My style is inspired by elements found in traditional masks researched in museums. 

Contemporary materials are incorporated for impact, which help to convey ideas expressed. In spite of the 

contemporary materials used, carving - a Yup'ik tradition - is incorporated in the mask making process.  The 

work reflects who Aarnaquq is and allows the artist to follow in the footsteps of his Yup'ik namesake. It is an 

honor to carry on the tradition of Yup'ik spirit mask making.  By utilizing contemporary ideas, materials, 

traditional and contemporary stories, a tradition continues in helping to comfort those listening and in need. 

Quyana, ...Ellam Yua!


